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To  the  Old  Fletton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Allan  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

Old  Fletton  is  a  comparatively  prosperous  area,  and  the  living 
standards  of  the  population  are  very  good  indeed.  There  is  little 
difficulty  in  obtaining  employment,  for  a  number  of  years  the  number 
of  unemployed  having  averaged  only  about  1%.  Employment  is  main¬ 
ly  in  the  Engineering,  Brick-making,  and  Food  Canning  industries. 

The  population  mid-year  estimate  is  again  the  highest  ever, 
having  increased  by  430  over  the  previous  year. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  very  good  and  there 
have  been  no  epidemics.  There  were  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during 
the  year,  and  there  was  a  strong  drive  in  the  immunisation  programme 
against  this  disease.  There  was  again  no  diphtheria,  and  it  is  now 
twelve  years  since  a  case  occurred.  I  must  however  stress  the  great 
importance  of  immunisation  against  this  disease,  especially  in  infancy, 
as  it  is  only  by  immunisation  that  it  is  being  kept  away. 

The  birth  rate  is  again  high,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  number 
of  young  parents  in  the  District.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  appears 
to  be  high,  but  in  a  District  of  this  population  a  small  difference  in  the 
numbers  can  make  a  great  difference  to  the  statistics.  In  this  case,  on 
looking  further  into  the  matter,  it  is  found  that  of  the  nine  children 
who  died  during  their  first  year,  seven  died  during  the  first  week  of  life, 
and  owing  to  various  conditions  never  really  got  a  proper  start  at  all. 

The  crude  death  rate  of  9.7  per  thousand  population  is  2  per 
thousand  below  the  national  rate,  but  when  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  comparability  factor  which  takes  account  of  the  excess  of 
young  people  in  the  area,  and  other  factors,  becomes  12.2  per  thousand, 
a  little  over  the  national  rate. 

Refuse  collection  is  now  on  a  weekly  basis,  and  I  am  certain 
that  everyone  in  the  District  will  fee!  the  benefit  of  this. 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  was  in  the  area  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  4,353  persons  availed  themselves  of  this  service. 
Three  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  found  as  a  result.  On  the  face  of  it 
this  does  not  seem  many,  but  it  also  means  that  these  persons  were 
treated  earlier  than  they  otherwise  would  have  been,  with  an  improved 
chance  of  recovery,  and  the  number  of  other  people  to  whom  they 
might  have  given  the  disease  in  the  meantime  is  unknown. 

Finally  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council, 
their  officers  and  staff,  for  their  kindness  and  help  to  me  on  taking  up 
this  new  appointment. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  .  ...  .  3029  acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1958)  11050 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1958  .  3427 

Rateable  Value,  31/12/58  £129,992 

Value  of  Penny  Rate,  31/3/1958  .  £505.4.3. 

Live  Births  .  244 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  22.1 

Still-births  5 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  .  20.1 

Total  live  and  still-births  .  249 

Infant  deaths  .  9 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births— total  .  36.9 

„  „  „  „  „  „  „  —legitimate  .  33.9 

„  „  „  „  „  „  „  —illegitimate  125.0 

Neo  Natal  (first  four  weeks)  ,,  ,,  .  28.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  .  3.28 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  . .  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  .  Nil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  9.7 


INFANT  DEATHS 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Actual  Number 
of  Deaths 

4 

2 

3 

4 

2 

9 

Rates  All  Infants 

Per  1,000  Live  Births 

30.1 

14.1 

19.9 

21.1 

8.8 

36.9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  16 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  Nil 


Comparison  of  rates  with  those  of  England  &  Wales. 


Per  1,000  Population 

Per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Per  1,000 
TotalBirths 

Live 

Ad¬ 

justed 

Birth 

Crude 

Death 

Ad¬ 

justed 

Death 

Infantile 

Still 

Births 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Mortality 

Births 

Old  Fletton 

22.1 

21.9 

9.7 

12.2 

36.9 

20.1 

England  &  Wales 

16.4 

16.4 

11.7 

11.7 

22.5 

21.6 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures)  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

All  Causes. 

62 

45 

107 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

1 

1 

2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— - 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- — 

— 

— - 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

10.  Maligant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

5 

6 

1 1 .  Maligant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

12.  Maligant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13.  Maligant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

1 

4 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

5 

14 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

12 

4 

16 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

6 

12 

18 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

— 

2 

22.  Influenza 

— 

— - 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

24.  Bronchitis 

7 

1 

8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

— 

— 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

— 

— 

- — 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

2 

— 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

— - 

— 

— 

32.  Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases  . 

8 

10 

18 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . 

2 

— 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

— 

2 

2 

35.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36.  Homicide  &  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 
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To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1958. 


HOUSING. 

Sixteen  houses  and  ten  bungalows  were  built  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme. 

The  modern  design  and  layout  of  these  have  been  much  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  tenants,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  with  two  exceptions, 
the  standard  of  maintenance  by  their  new  occupiers  has  been  good. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  the 
erection  of  a  further  seven  bungalows  of  a  rather  smaller  size,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  these  will  be  completed  approximately  half  way  through 
1959.  It  must  be  a  matter  of  concern,  however,  that  due  to  present 
policy,  rates  of  interest  and  subsidies,  the  rent  charged  for  these 
properties  is  such  as  to  cause  some  hardship  to  tenants  who  cannot 
obtain  supplementary  grants  under  the  National  Insurance  Acts,  and 
several  requests  for  transfers  have  been  made  by  occupiers  requiring 
cheaper  rentals. 

No  new  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year,  although 
a  number  of  demolitions  were  carried  out  resulting  from  the  making  of 
Orders  during  the  previous  year. 

There  is  no  statutory  overcrowding  in  the  area,  although  there 
are  cases  where  families  have,  due  to  natural  increase,  become  undesir¬ 
ably  crowded  in  their  houses. 

Housing  Act  1939-54  (Improvement  Grants) 

All  the  applications  received  have  again  been  from  owner- 
occupiers.  In  general  the  Council  has  adhered  to  a  grant  of  30%  of  the 
lowest  priced  tender  in  suitable  cases. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  refei  red 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


1200 

1435 

Nil 

1200 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  excluding  those  dealt  with  by 
Improvement  Grants  . .  1200 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  with  the 

assistance  of  Improvement  Grants  .  Nil 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  1 6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  35  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  12 

(3)  Number  of  houses  closed  during  the  year  1 

(4)  Number  of  families  displaced  during  the  year  .  15 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

CLEARANCE  AREAS 

(1)  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared  during  the  year  Nil 

(2)  Total  number  of  houses  included  in  (1)  above  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  unfitness 

for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc .  .  .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  families  displaced  during  the  year  .  8 

(6)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  .  4 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


During  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  erection  of  a  service 
reservoir  and  pumping  station  at  Fletton  Spring  and  the  laying  of  trunk 
mains  to  reinforce  existing  services  which  are  now  inadequate  to  meet 
the  need  of  the  district.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  scheme  will  result  in 
improving  the  pressures  available,  not  only  in  this  district,  but  to  cer¬ 
tain  areas  of  Norman  Cross  Rural  District. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Instructions  given  by  the  Council  to  their  Consultant  Engineers 
to  investigate  the  necessity  of  expanding  certain  portions  of  their  dis¬ 
posal  works  have  been  expanded  to  include  an  investigation  of  the  need 
for  resewering  parts  of  the  district  now  affected  on  occasions  by  sewer 
surcharging.  Upon  receipt  of  the  Engineers’  report  it  will  be  for  the 
Council  to  decide  the  priority  in  which  these  works  will  be  dealt  with. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year,  a  drag  line  and  lorries  were 
hired  in  order  to  excavate  sludge  from  lagoons,  and  fortunately  a  point 
of  disposal  was  found  on  adjoining  farm  land.  As  a  result  we  were 
able  to  face  the  winter  of  1958/9  with  more  storage  space  than  had  been 
the  case  for  several  years. 

Work  was  commenced  in  the  Autumn  on  a  Sewage  Pumping 
Station  on  Whittlesey  Road,  together  with  associated  gravity  and  rising 
sewers.  This  should  be  completed  in  1959  and  will  enable  proposed 
housing  development  on  the  South  and  North  of  Whittlesey  Road  to 
continue  unimpeded. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  rapid  expansion  of  the  district  has  for  some  time  made  the 
maintenance  of  even  a  fortnightly  collection  difficult,  and  the  Council 
accordingly  purchased  during  the  year  an  additional  refuse  collection 
vehicle,  and  authorised  recruitment  of  the  additional  staff  necessary. 
As  a  result,  refuse  collection  is  now  performed  on  a  regular  weekly 
basis — an  improvement  in  service  which  has  been  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  residents  of  the  district. 

The  value  of  waste  paper  salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year 
was  £1,034  13  2.  and  a  portion  of  this  was  distributed  to  the  collectors 
based  on  the  value  of  sales.  Profit  thus  derived  from  the  material 
which  would  in  any  event  have  to  be  collected,  is  paid  into  the  General 
Rate  fund  and  plays  its  part  in  reducing  the  amount  to  be  collected 
through  the  general  rate. 

One  member  of  the  collection  staff  retired  due  to  sickness,  but 
otherwise  there  were  no  resignations,  and  this  in  a  service  which 
has  been  particularly  liable  to  repeated  staff  movement,  is  very  gratify¬ 
ing  and  materially  assists  the  maintenance  of  continuous  collection. 
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STREET  SWEEPING. 


During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  take  over  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  service  which  was  formerly  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council,  and  a  mechanical  road  sweeper/collecting  vehicle  was  purchased 
and  three  men  employed,  one  as  a  driver,  and  two  as  street  orderlies. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  standard  of  street  cleanliness, 
particularly  on  estate  roads,  has  been  vastly  improved,  and  it  is  pleas¬ 
ing  to  report  that  this  improvement  has  at  the  same  time  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  very  substantial  reduction  in  cost  to  the  Urban  District. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

In  spite  of  the  vacancy  for  a  Public  Health  Inspector  which  was 
not  filled  during  the  year,  it  was  possible  to  maintain  one  hundred  per 
cent  meat  inspection.  The  maintenance  of  this  standard  would  become 
impossible,  however,  should  the  killings  at  any  time  materially  increase. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  legal  action  in  the  case  of 
any  food  trader  during  the  year,  although  the  attention  of  owners  of 
certain  premises  had  to  be  drawn  to  faults  in  the  manner  in  which  their 
business  was  carried  on. 

With  the  advent  of  new  food  shops,  the  public  now  have  a  stan¬ 
dard  with  which  older  premises  can  be  compared,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  the  customer  can  do  more  than  anyone  else  to  ensure  the  im¬ 
provement  of  food  shops  by  trading  only  where  it  is  obvious  that  their 
health  is  considered. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

(i)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  by  type  of 

business  are 

Butchers  shops  7 

Grocers  30 

Bakers  2 

Canteen  7 

Fish  8 

(ii)  Food  premises  already  included  above,  selling  in  addition 
milk  or  ice  cream  26. 

(iii)  No.  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  26. 

(iv)  No  new  educational  activities  have  been  undertaken  recently. 

(v)  Condemned  meat  is  sold  to  a  knacker  dealer,  and  other  food 
is  buried  on  a  controlled  tip. 

(vi)  No  large  stocks  have  been  condemned  in  part. 

(vii)  No  ice  cream  is  made  in  the  District.  It  is  sold  pre-packed. 

(viii)  There  have  been  no  prosecutions  during  the  year  under  the 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

From  1st  April,  1958  to  Exclud- 

31st  December,  1958  ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

&  Pigs  Horses 
Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

21 

— 

— 

17  530  — 

Number  inspected 

21 

— 

— 

17  530  — 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

— 

_ 

—  14  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  &  cysticerci 

2.38 

—  2.64  — 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

—  14  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.19 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  2.64  — 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

3 

- — 

— 

-  -  - 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 
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TENTS,  CARAVANS  AND  SHEDS. 

In  my  report  for  1957  I  stated  that  the  County  Council  had  been 
asked  to  take  action  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts  in 
respect  of  a  van  colony  which  was  assuming  the  appearance  of  a  per¬ 
manent  settlement.  I  regret  that  no  enforcement  action  has  been  taken 
during  this  year,  as  with  the  passage  of  time  such  action  finally  becomes 
impossible.  The  continued  existence  of  a  settlement  of  this  nature 
tends  to  attract  imitators,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  County 
Council  will  be  able  to  take  effective  action  without  further  delay. 

It  would  also  appear  that  the  River  Board  has  been  unsuccessful 
so  far  in  clearing  the  houseboats  from  the  Back  Water.  Ineffective 
legislation  would  again  seem  to  be  the  difficulty  here,  and  until  suitable 
amendments  are  made  it  would  seem  that  there  is  little  hope  of  dealing 
with  the  problem  of  clearing  the  existing  colony,  or  indeed  of  preventing 
it  growing. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  thought  was  being  given  to  the 
inception  of  two  smoke  control  areas  covering  land  in  the  Stanground 
district.  These  areas  at  present  used  for  agriculture  are  shortly  to  be 
developed  for  residential  purposes,  and  from  every  point  of  view,  should 
the  Council  decide  to  make  Smoke  Control  Orders,  it  would  be  prefer¬ 
able  to  have  these  in  existence  before  development  commenced. 

Generally  speaking  there  was  no  nuisance  from  industry  during 
the  year,  apart  from  spasmodic  complaints  of  smell  and  chest  irritation 
due  to  brick  work  fumes. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Brick  Industry  are  applying  to  the 
Minister  of  Fuel  and  Power  for  registration  as  an  exempted  industry. 
This  does  not  have  the  effect,  as  the  term  would  imply,  of  putting  them 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Act,  but  means  that  because  of  the  special 
nature  of  the  processes  involved  supervision  and  enforcement  are  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate.  It  was  not  known  at  the  end  of 
the  year  whether  their  application  had  been  successful. 

NUISANCES. 

Abated  as  a  result  of  informal  action  .  54 

Abated  as  a  result  Statutory  action  1 


Analysis 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Premises 

21 

42 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

Smoke  Pollution 

3 

3 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

Nil 

Nil 

Foul  ditches,  etc. 

Nil 

Nil 

Drains 

27 

27 

Disinfestation 

4 

4 

Keeping  of  Animals 

Nil 

Nil 

Offensive  trades  (Health  Act  1936) 


11 


No.  established 
No.  of  inspections 


Nil 

Nil 


Water  Closets 
Ashbins  . 


New  provided 
New  provided 


115 

3 


DISINFESTATION. 

1.  Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  houses  infested  (a)  Council — Nil  (b)  Private — Nil 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  (a)  Council — Nil  (b)  Private— Nil 

2.  Rats  and  Mice. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

No.  of  houses  inspected  .  10 

No.  of  houses  treated  and  cleared  .  .  10 

DISINFECTION. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  .  164 

No.  of  Inspections  .  21 

Premises  disinfected  (a)  Tuberculosis . .  .  Nil 

(b)  Others  .  1 

Schools  disinfected  . ,  .  Nil 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1937. 


Factories  Total  number  on  Register 

(including  bakehouses) 

No.  in  which  nuisances 
abated  . 

Bakehouses  . .  No.  on  register 

No.  in  which  nuisances 
abated  . 

Homework  No.  of  outworkers 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc . 

Convictions  . 


24 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES  : 

No.  of  shops  inspected  .  .  Nil 

Total  No.  of  visits  .  Nil 

No.  requiring  additional  heating  .  Nil 

No.  requiring  additional  ventilation  Nil 

No.  requiring  additional  sanitary  conveniences  . .  Nil 


L.  DEARDEN, 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  1958. 


Total  Deaths 


Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 


65  &  upwards 


45 


65 


35 


45 


20 


35 


15 


20 


10 


15 


10 


4 


2 


under  1  year 
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Tuberculosis. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  V.  CANT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 

Old  Fletton. 
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